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masters of that city. He is said to have
composed a sonata at the age of eight and the
next year to have made his first public ap-
pearance in concert. When he had learned
all the best teachers of the day had to give
him, he began a rigorous course of self-train-
ing, often practicing fifteen hours a day. On
his concert tours he played before audiences
who fairly went wild with enthusiasm, some
listeners declaring he performed feats of
inagie with the devil's aid.
Paganini has been criticised because of a
side of his character which led him into un-
conventional situations. These departures
from rigid standards were probably reactions
from long periods of intense concentration
on his art. Coarse pleasures often intrigued
him; gambling cost him considerable sums.
To a natural son, Achillino, he left his fortune
of $400,000. Paganini left a considerable
number of compositions for stringed instru-
ments, chiefly for the violin. The instrument
on which he played, a very fine Guarneri, he
bequeathed to the town of Genoa, where it
is preserved in a museum.
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THOMAS NELSOET
PAGE
PAGE, thomas nelsost (1853-1922), an
American novelist and short-story writer,
born at Oakland, Ya. He was graduated
from Washington and Lee University and
from the University of Virginia Law School.
After practicing law
for eighteen years he
moved to Washington,
D. C., and thenceforth
devoted himself to lit-
erature. Honorary
degrees have been con-
ferred on him by sev-
eral universities, and
he is a member of the
American Academy of
Arts and Letters. In
1913 he was appointed
United States ambassador to Italy, and served
conspicuously in this difficult post during the
World War.
His novels and stories deal almost ex-
clusively with southern characters. The best-
known of his novels are Bed Rock, Gordon
Keith, John Marvel, Assistant, Bred in the
Bone, The Land of the Spirit and The
Stranger's Pew. The volume In Old Vir-
ginia contains the incomparable stories,
Marse Chan, Meh Lady and others. Page
has written many essays and poems. In
1921 he published Italy and The World War.
 PAGE, walter hines (1855-1918),
American journalist and diplomatist, born at
Gary, North Carolina. He spent four years
at Bandolph-Maeon College, and later two
years at Johns Hopkins. He then engaged
in newspaper work for twelve years, part
of the time as a special writer, for a short
time as editorial writer on the New York
World, and later as editor of a paper of his
own in Raleigh, N. C. In 1890 he became
editor of The Forum, which he conducted for
five years. He was then in turn literary
adviser for Houghton Mifflin & Co., and
editor of the Atlantic Monthly. In 1890 he
became a member of the firm of Doubleday,
Page & Company and one of the founders of
the World's Work, which he edited for twelve
years, when he resigned his position to be-
come ambassador to Great Britain. In this
position during the trying period of the
World War, Page fully sustained the reputa-
tion of his country, and by his sound judg-
ment and common sense greatly endeared
himself to the British people. He resigned
in October, 1918, because of ill health, and re-
turned to the United States, where he died
December 22. The Life and Letters of
Walter Hines Page was published in 1922.
PAGEANT, pafent, or pa'jent, a term
defining a dramatic representation of a num-
ber of scenes, either tableaus or miniature
dramas. In Europe the pageant has been
in vogue for centuries, but in America its
popularity is of recent date. It affords ex-
cellent opportunity for giving vital instruc-
tion in history, art, literature, science and
industry. Simple scenes representing single
events can be given in almost any school or
home with a little ingenuity on part of the
teacher or mother. Inexpensive material
will answer every purpose, and often much
of the material needed will be found in the
pupils' homes. The great value of the pa-
geant in education lies in the fact that it ap-
peals to instincts that are universal in hu-
manity. All classes—children, youth and
manhood—take delight in such representa-
tions, and are ready to lend their aid to any
reasonable plans presented.
In its nature and methods it is much to be
preferred to the plays, fairs and exhibitions
often given. Pupils live in the scenes they
are rendering or witnessing. Imagination
is quickened. The process is constructive,
not analytical, because the appeal is to all
the faculties.

